FARMER  GEORGE
To understand the success of the King in re-establishing
to a very considerable extent the personal power of the
throne, it is necessary to realize that no secret was made
of this state of affairs.
"A pretence of ignorance was, indeed, idle when seats
were openly advertised for sale in the newspapers; when
£5,000 had been left by will for the purchase of a seat
in Parliament; when a seat had been reckoned amongst
the saleable assets of a bankrupt, and when a defaulting
debtor had paid the market price for a seat in order
that, under the protection of Parliamentary privilege,
he might evade his creditors by escaping from England
without arrest.5'1
In many instances a seat in Parliament was as much in the
gift of a patron as was a living. In 1766 the Corporation
of Oxford, which was in debt, offered to secure the return
of the sitting members in exchange for a loan of £4,000 free
of interest. This was cheap, for the price of seats was
steadily rising. In the thirties £2,000 seems to have been
regarded as the normal price of a seat.2 By 1784 the
electors of Wallingford were able to sell the election to
the members for £6,000, while in 1812 the Duke of
Bedford sold his "property in the borough of Camelford"
for £32,000.3 How many years9, or rather elections',
purchase this represented is a matter for conjecture. In
the same year, 1812, Canning wrote to Bootle Wilbraham
in connection with his candidature for Liverpool:
"Now Mr. Gladstone says that £10,000 will be
wanted. They cannot start with less. About £2,000
1	Veitch, G. S.: The Genesis of Parliamentary Reform* pp. 3-4.
2	Rosebery, Earl of:   Chatham: His Early Life and Connections, pp. 75-76.
3	cf. Oldfield, T. H. B,:   The Representative History of Great Britain and
Ireland, Vol. II, pp. 88-90, and 236.
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